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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ. Director 0 1 Informallon and Publications (:'17) 581 -2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 8, 1985 
Select 7 
CHARLESTON, IL--The 1985 recipients of distinguished alumnus awards 
at Eastern Illinois University have strong east-central Illinois connections. 
~ . 
Charles J. Tolch, Professor of Theatre and Drama at the University 
of Wisconsin, is a native of Sigel. 
Gerald D. Fines, U.S. Attorney for the Central District of Illinois, 
was reared on a farm near Taylorville. 
And, Joe P. Meyer, teacher of chemtstry and physics at Oak Park River 
Forest High School, lived in Mattoon while attending E~i~ern. 
The awards will be presented by President Stanley Rives at a Homecoming 
luncheon on Saturday, Oct. ll. 
Tolch, a speech major, 'graduated from Eastern in 1949. He was a member 
of the debating team and a member of Camp.us Players. Tolch holds the doctorate 
from Ohio State University. 
Fines, of Springfield, received the B.S. in Education degree in 1965 
and the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of Kentucky in 
1970. He taught for one year at Eastern and holds the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from the School of Business at Eastern. 
Meyer , of Elmhurst, graduated in 1958. He taught at Tuscola High 
School from 1958 to 1964. His mother, the late Mrs. Dorothy Wilson, graduated 
from Eastern with a two-year teaching certificate in 1927 and taught in Mattoon 
until her retirement. 
Mrs. Meyer, the former Sandra Hamilton, attended. Easternls lab school 
through the eighth grade. A daughter, Vicki Meyer Kahles, graduated from 
Eastern in 1980. 
A sister, Mrs. Tim Newell of Charleston, and a stepbrother, Maurice 
., 
-Wilson of Florida, also graduated from Eastern. 
